Localization by immunoelectron microscopy of antigens of Chlamydia psittaci suitable for diagnosis or vaccine development.
Two different antigens of serotype 1 Chlamydia psittaci were localized using three immunoelectron microscopy techniques: non-embedding, pre-embedding and post-embedding. The antigens had previously been described as being of potential use in diagnosis (80-90 kDa protein region) and vaccine development (110 kDa protein). The results show a direct relationship between the protective capacity of the antigens and their surface localization on the elementary bodies, which are the infectious form of Chlamydia. The 80-90 kDa protein region is located on the surface of reticulate bodies but not of elementary bodies, where it was located periplasmically, while the 110 kDa protein occurs on the surface of both elementary and reticulate bodies.